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B ABSTRACT : Embroidery adds grace and elegance to the articles of everyday use. Indian
embroidery takes its inspiration from nature and the products of various regions reflect the
colours of the flora and fauna of that area. Chikankari embroidery is one of the most ancient
textile decoration style, crafted in the city of Nawabs, Lucknow. The present investigation made
an attempt to study different types of flat stitches used, their variations and different types of
embroidery threads used by GOs, NGOs and private enterprises (PES). All three GOs, and ten
NGOsinthelist of Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) Office, Barabanki, Lucknow, and
thirty PEs comprising of fifteen enterprisesfrom each of the Aminabad and Chowk market areas
wererandomly selected for the investigation. The study isbased on primary and secondary data
collected from the chairpersons/owners of Chikankari organizations/enterprises through
interview technique and observational method. M gjority of organisationg/enterpriseswere using
polyester and mercerised cotton embroidery threadsfor embroidery. There were fifteen types of
flat Chikankari stitches including their variations and styles. Daraz-work was not found to be
used by any of the organisationg/enterprises.

Bl KEY WORDS: Chikankari, Embroidery, Threads, Flat-stitches

See end of the paper for authors’ affiliations

RITU AGRAHARI
Department of Apparel and Textile

Science, Punjab Agricultural University, ™ HQW TO _CI TE TH ISPAPER : Agrahari, Ri_tu and Brar, anwaljit Kaur (2017). Traditional potpourri
LUDHIANA (PUNJAB) INDIA of chikankari flat stitches: glory of Lucknow. Asian J. Home &ci., 12 (2) : 489-495, DOI : 10.15740/HAS/
Email : rituagrahari088@gmail.com AJHS/12.2/489-495.

HIND INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY



